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gusting state.    The tables covered with grease and
cigarette ash, the floor strewn with chicken hones,
egg shells, pieces of bread, squashed berries, &c.,
and although it was past midnight, a great many
of the passengers must have been indulging in a
meal at the time the Kazanetze hove in sight, for
the smell of grease   and cooking was intolerable,
the windows of   the  saloon   had   evidently been
closed ever since   the Reutern had left Tobolsk.
The Siberians have queer notions of eating, and
their meals correspond very much with their un-
finished mode of life.    While on their travels they
feed anyhow, no matter how great the facility for
obtaining food at proper hours.   You will see them,
men, women, and children (alike, subsist through-
out the day solely on tea, bread, or sweet biscuits
and berries, and then, as if struck by a suddeu
happy thought, rouse themselves about midnight,
and sit down   to a heavy meal of two or   three
courses, washed down by copious draughts of scald-
ing tea* and preceded by three or four large glasses
of vodka.    Cigarettes are incessantly smoked dur-
ing meals.    Cigars are unobtainable in Siberia.   I
tried one at Tomsk, but felt the effects for (Jays;
afterwards.   Russian cigarettes are, in my opinion,,
better than the Egyptian.    They are more aromatic,
and   certainly   less   injurious. . Those  made  ,by:,:
Laferme under the name of " Petits canons/* #re;\
the best, and are to be bought almost ev^ryi^ewivr;
throughout the Russian Empire, from Klafcktia ^:i:
Petersburg,   Archangel   to   Merv.    Th^,;,',^1':^',!,,
beautifully made cigarette, and the priqe (one;ma^ ;!
a hundred) is reasonable enough*